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By joining our Municipal Workers
Compensation Fund!

* DiscountsAvailable * Directed by Veteran Municipal Officials
* Accident Analysis from Alabama

* Personalized Service * Over 550 Municipal Entities Participating
* Monthly Status Reports

Write or Call TODAY:

Steve Martin _ _ _
Municipal Workers Millennium Risk Managers

- P.O. Box 26159
Compensation Fund, Inc. § : -
PO. Box 1270 Birmingham, AL 35260

Montgomery, AL 36102 1-888-736-0210
334-262-2566
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CMO Credit Now Available by Correspondence

Through the League’s CD Course Library

The League has created an easy way to earn Basic, Advanced or Continuing CMO credit hours by correspondence.
The correspondence program works like this:

1.

Order the courses you wish to take by completing an official Order Form. Mail the completed Order Form
together with the payment, either by check or credit card, to the address on Order Form. (To receive an
Order Form, contact Theresa Rogers at 334-262-2566 or via e-mail at theresar@alalm.org. You may also
download an official Order Form from the League's website at www.alalm.org.)

You will receive the CD(s) ordered and atrue/fal se test for each course. Listen to each course and compl ete
the test asyou listen. Return the completed test(s) to the designated address. The CD(s) are yoursto keep.

The Leaguewill gradeyour test(s). If you receive agrade of 70 or above, you will be awarded the appropriate
credit hoursin the CMO Program.

Other Information:

1. A municipal official cannot obtain credit for any course if credit was obtained for the same course in the
previous two years.

2. The CD and test provided may be used by only one official. Only one official will receive credit per test. If
several officialsfrom the same municipality desireto take the course, there must be an order form submitted
for each official.

3. CD(s) are playable on any standard audio CD Player.

Courses Currently Offered

General Powers of Municipalities ($15.00)
(2001 Annual L eague Convention)

Municipal Revenue and Expenditure Powers ($30.00)
(2001 Annual L eague Convention)

General Personnel |ssues ($30.00)
(2001 Annual L eague Convention)

Zoning in Alabama ($30.00)
Ethics & Conflicts of Interest ($30.00)
Council Rules of Procedure & Parliamentary Procedure ($30.00)

Annexation in Alabama ($15.00)

For additional information, or to participate in the CM O Correspondence Program, contact Theresa Rogers,

1 hour credit

2.5 hours credit

2.5 hours credit

2.5 hours credit

2.5 hours credit

2.5 hours credit

1 hour credit

CMO Program Administrator at 334-262-2566 or via e-mail at theresar @alalm.org.

4 Official Publication:
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'AlaTax

Local Government Solutions

AlaTax Local Government Solutions, known and trusted throughout Alabama for
state-of-the-art tax collection, processing and auditing services, continues to
strengthen our commitment to Alabama local government.

We are partnering with other leading companies dedicated to your efficiency to
offer products and services designed for your success.

Contact the AlaTax Solutions Team at 1-800-556-7274 ext. 411.

AlaTax Local Government Solutions
3001 Second Avenue South * Birmingham, Alabama 35233
Phone 205-324-0088 * Fax 205-324-1538
www.alatax.com

AIG VALIC makes retirement
planning easier because we specialize
in developing, markt‘ting and
administering tax-qualified plans

for government employees. Not all
retirement plan providers offer the
additional advantages to retirement
plan sponsors and participants that
AIG VALIC does. In fact, AIG VALIC
offers a comprehensive package of
retirement planning products and
services that make sponsoring

and participating in a retirement

plan easier.
The best thing . _
about the future is that por more information call
it only comes one day at a time. 1-800-448-2542 [88271]

X 205-967-8965
— Abraham Lincoln

Securities and investment advisory services are offered by

VALIC Financial Advisors, Inc., member NASD/SIPC. VALIC

AIG VALIC, a member of American International Group, Inc., is the marketing name for the family
of companies comprising VALIC Financial Advisors, Ine.; VALIC Retirement Services Company;
VALIC Trust Company; and The Variable Annuity Life Insurance Company (VALIC).

VL 13645 (5/2002) © 2002 AIG VALIC, Houston, Texas www.aigvalic.com
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Attention:
Mayors, Council Members, Purchasing Agents, City Clerks

Fire Apparatus, We're
Talking Delivery...

...on full-lines of high performance KME trucks.
NAFECO stands ready to serve the Alabama League
of Municipalities with its 35 years of experience in

the industry. Our EVT certified staff provides 24-

hour road service. Also your pump, hydraulic tools,

W om o
T

?

and SCBA maintenance needs can be met by our

specialized service department.

NAFECO is prepared to handle
municipalities’ Fire, Police and EMS
equipment needs including: turnout
gear, uniforms, breathing apparatus,

and thermal imaging cameras.

S EC &
e P N

HONDA Emergency Services

- |

. I515 West Moulton Street, Decatur AL 35601
800-628-6233 - 256-353-7100 - Fax 256-355-0852 - www.nafeco.com




The
President’s
Report

Dan Williams
Mayor of Athens

| State and Local Officials
Continue Opposition to S. 150

National League of Citiesmmediate Past President Karen
Anderson, mayor of Minnetonka, Minn., joined Senate
supporters, the National Governors Association and
International Association of Fire Fighters last week to express
strong support for legislative efforts to protect local and state
budgets from further losses in revenue that would occur if
the Internet Tax Non-discrimination Act (S. 150) is passed.

Mayor Anderson lauded the vigorous efforts of Sens.
Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.), Thomas Carper (D-Del.), George
Voinovich (R-Ohio), Dianne Fienstein (D-Calif.), Ernest
Hollings (D-S.C.) and several others to oppose S. 150 and
adopt an alternative measure that will protect consumers as
well as local and state authority.

“Reducing existing sources of revenue for our cities and
towns will only exacerbate the current budget crisis affecting
states and local governments,” Anderson said, while noting
that NLC’s position is not an attempt to tax e-mail or impose
any new taxes, as industry has claimed.

“S.150 would expand the scope of the Internet Tax
Freedom Act, thereby preempting authority over existing taxes
that are currently collected and used for public safety,
education, infrastructure and other essential services,”
Anderson said.

As it is currently written, S. 150 would expand the
definition of Internet access to prevent states and localities
from taxing telecommunications services “used to provide
Internet access,” resulting in losses of gross receipts taxes
and franchise fees at an estimate of approximately $9 hillion
annually, according to the Multistate Tax Commission.

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released a study
stating that state and local governments stand to lose
“substantial” tax dollars because of the bill’s provisions to
change the definition of Internet access. This proposed change
is a reversal of commitments made to state and local
governments at the time the Internet Tax Freedom Act was
enacted in 1998. The legidlative history of the Act makes clear
that state and local governments were to be allowed to tax
telecommunications services underlying the Internet. CBO
also determined that the Internet Tax Non-discrimination Act
would create intergovernmental mandates by restricting
existing sources of revenue. Carper highlighted this concern
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during last week’s press conference to oppose the passage
of S. 150.

As former mayors and governors, “we still remember
what it's like to raise the money, balance the budget and pay
the bills everyday,” Carper said while announcing with
Alexander and Voinovich that a nine-month extension of the
previous Internet tax moratorium, imposed under the Internet
Tax Freedom Act, will be a likely compromise to S. 150.

This extension would protect existing revenue, alowing
Congress, industry and state and local governments time to
negotiate an appropriate definition of “Internet access.”

“Of courseit sounds good for Congressto say it isbanning
a state tax,” said Alexander. “But what it is really doing is
favoring one local tax over another with the decision made in
Washington.”

Governors Ed Rendell (D-Pa.) and Mike Huckabee (R-
Ark.) characterized S.150 as a subsidy for industry at the
expense of states and local governments.“This train is going
toderail on abridgethat isalready out,” Huckabee said, noting
state budget constraints that exist across the nation.

Rendell pointed out that in addition to the reduction in
federal funding to states and localities, S.150 would also take
away authority over state and local revenues, creating the
“perfect storm” for more budget perils.

Feinstein issued a statement last week noting that “if this
bill’s definition of ‘telecommunications services' isinterpreted
in an overly broad way, it would decimate local budgets —
leading to the possibility of reduced preparedness in our fire
houses and police stations, and less money for our schools.”

Please urge your senators to oppose S.150 or the
Manager's Amendment to S. 150 and vote for the Alexander/
Carper amendment to the bill, which would grant the nine-
month extension of the Internet tax moratorium. Since industry
has mounted an extensive effort to posture this issue as states
and local governments trying to impose a new tax on e-mail,
please assure senators that this assertion is not the case and
that NLC’s position is to protect existing sources of revenue,
especially with the record budget shortfalls affecting states
and localities.

For the latest updates and legislative action alerts on S.
150, the Internet Tax Non-discrimination Act, visit
www.nlc.org. =

HENDON ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING ENGINEERS
Quality, Full Service Engineering
Municipal, Civil, Environmental,

Natural Gas, and Electrical Engineering
Instrumentation and Controls

1025 MONTGOMERY HIGHWAY
P. O. BOX 660348 PHONE: (205) 823-7480
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35216 FAX: (205) 823-7483

e-mail: staff@hendonengineering.com




LifeStyle Protector the Living Benefits Policy

everyone has them. But without

adequate protection, a serious illness
can be financially devastating causmg

those goals to remain unfulfilled.

The LifeStyle Protector, underwritten by Colorado
Bankes Life, is a ten-year renewable and convertible
term life insurance policy with critical condition
accelerated benefit rider.

The LifeStyle Protector will pay 100% of a term
life insurance policy face amount in a one-time
lump sum upon death or when any one of the
qualifying events is first diagnosed:

W Heart Attack
Stroke
Life Threatening Cancer

Renal Failure

Major Organ Transplant
B Terminal Illness

The LifeStyle Protector also pays a lesser percentage
of the face amount for certain other conditions.

Living benefits are paid from all or part of the life
insurance face amount and are for covered
conditions first diagnosed at least 30 days after
the policy effective date (60 days for cancer). If
Colorado Bankers Life approves your application
and you have paid the premium or authorized
payroll deduction, term life insurance coverage
(death benefits only) will begin as of the date you
signed the application.

The LifeStyle Protector is one policy
that does it all:

W Pays a lump sum benefit to the insured

B Minimum Issue - whatever $5.00/week
purchases at current age

B No waiting period at issue for commencement
of death benefit coverage

Living benefits may be taxable.

Some exclusions and exceptions apply. Benefits may differ and may
not be available in all states. Your agent will explain the benefits
available in your state.

Hopes, dreams, plans for the future...

Preferred Products
Preferred Service
Preferred Support
Endorsed by
The Alabama League
of Municipalities

To learn more about the benefits and
exclusions featured in this offer, contact:
For

A
//{1' AMERICA, LLC

(800) 391-7231

BENEFITS

BIRMINGHAM MONTGOMERY MOBILE
Ed Owens | Will Parsons |Anthony Allen
North Region Montgomery Region Southern Region

Visit our website: www.benefitsforamerica.com

y 'V

COLORADO BANKERS LIFE

Insurance Company

Colorado Bankers Life is licensed in 48 states (excluding
New York and Vermont) and the District of Columbia.




Municipal
Overview

By
PERRY C. ROQUEMORE, JR.
Executive Director

2004 League
Legislative Package

The Alabama L eague of Municipalities Committee on
State and Federal Legislation, which is chaired by Mayor
Michael C. Dow of Mobile, met at League Headquarters
on Monday, November 3, 2003. The committee, which is
composed of elected municipal officials from throughout
the state, considered a multitude of legislative
recommendationsfrom the L eague’ sfive policy committees,
member municipalities and the League staff. At the
conclusion of their meeting, the committee unanimously
approved the following package of bills to be introduced
during the 2004 Regular Session, which beginson February
4, 2004. The source from which the legislative
recommendation is based is stated at the end of each
legislative proposal. “PG” means Proposed Policies and
Goals 2004.

Appropriation for Wastewater Treatment SRF
Several yearsago, the Alabama L egislature established
a State Revolving Loan Fund for Wastewater Treatment
(SRF). The purpose of the SRF was to take state funds
and match them with federal dollars to create aloan fund
to offer low interest loans to governmental entities for
wastewater treatment projects. The League will seek
additional matching funds from the legislature to continue
this nationally recognized SRF program. (PG —E-11.1)

Appropriation for Drinking Water SRF

Several yearsago, the Alabama L egislature established
AlabamaDrinking Water Finance Authority for the purpose
of taking state funds and matching them with federal dollars
to create a loan fund to offer low interest loans to
governmental entities for drinking water projects. This
program is very similar to the wastewater SRF discussed
above. The Leaguewill seek funds from the legislature to
match federal dollars available for drinking water SRF
programs. (PG — E-11.2)
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Penalty For Violation of Municipal Ordinances

Section 11-45-9, Code of Alabama 1975, provides that
the maximum fine that can be assessed for violation of a
municipal ordinance is $500 and/or six monthsinjail. The
sole exception applies to DUI offenses where the fine can
be ashigh as$5,000. The DUI penalties have beenincreased
and include fines for reckless driving. In order for the
municipal court to bein linewith other courts for the same
offenses, the League will ask the legislature to amend the
Code of Alabama so as to provide that the maximum fine
for violation of amunicipal ordinance shall be $500 or the
maximum allowed by state law for the offense, whichever
ishigher. (PG — F-10.47)

Corrections Funds

Section 11-47-7.1, Code of Alabama 1975, authorizes
municipalitiesto levy additional court costs and establish a
correctionsfund for the operation of municipal jailsand court
complexes. Legislation will be sought to provide that 60
percent of the money in the corrections fund must be
expended for municipal court purposesand that theremaining
40 percent of the money in the corrections fund may be
spent for municipal court systems, jailsor law enforcement
purposes. The bill will aso allow for the payment of debt
servicein relation to allowed expenditures. (PG — P-8.16)

Zoning of Newly-Annexed Territory
Municipalitieshavethelegal authority to zoneterritory
within their corporate limits. Currently, newly-annexed
territory comes into the municipality either “unzoned” or
zoned for aclassification as set out in the zoning ordinance
for newly-annexed territory. TheLeaguewill offer legidation
to authorize municipalitiesto establish azoning classification
for territory proposed to be annexed prior to the actual
annexation. The zoning classification would only become
effective upon annexation to the municipality. (PG—C-1.3)

Zoning in the Police Jurisdiction

Currently, municipalities can only zoneterritory located
within the corporate limits of the municipality. The League
will propose legislation to give cities and towns permissive
authority to zone territory located within their police
jurisdiction. (PG—-C-1.2)

Planning Commission Jurisdiction

Current Alabama law states that a municipal planning
commission can enforce subdivision regulations in the
corporatelimitsof themunicipality and in any territory located
within five miles of the corporate limits. The League
proposes legislation to make it clear that a municipal

governing body may adopt an ordinance to limit the
continued next page



enforceability of subdivision regulationsto an arealessthan
the five-mile limit established by law. (PG —C-1.13)

Alternates on Municipal Planning Commission

Current Alabamalaw providesthat amunicipality may
establishamunicipal planning commission composed of nine
members. There have been numerous instances over the
years where several members are absent from a meeting
thus causing a lack of a quorum. This bill would give the
mayor permissive authority to appoint two alternate
members to the planning commission to serve only in the
absence of regular members. (Floor)

Alabama Historic Preservation Tax Credit

The League proposes|egidationto establishtheAlabama
Historic Preservation Tax Credit. Currently, federal law
provides afederal income tax credit equal to 20 percent of
approved costs for qualified rehabilitation for income-
producing buildings. Thisbill proposesto create a state tax
credit for the rehabilitation of both income producing and
non-income producing properties. More specifically, thishill
proposes:

To create a 20 percent state income tax credit
for rehabilitating an income-producing historic
property.

To create a 20 percent state income tax credit
for rehabilitating residential historic properties (non-
income producing properties). For the historic homes
located in atarget areas, as defined by the Interna
Revenue Code, the credit will increase to 25 percent
on the minimum rehabilitation expenses of $5,000 or
50 percent of the adjusted basis of the property.

Currently 12 other stateshave enacted tax creditssimilar
to the one proposed for Alabama. (Floor)

Joint Audit Authority

The League proposes legislation to authorize joint
taxpayer audits and the sharing of taxpayer information and
tax entity resources between municipal, county and state
revenue departments. (PG — F-3.18)

Cater Act Amendment

The League will offer legislation to amend the Cater
Act so as to prevent the use of industrial development
financing to remove existing taxableindustrial property from
thetax rolls. (PG —F-4.2)

Conclusion

The Committee on State and Federal Legislation has
adopted an ambitious Legislative Package for 2004. All
municipal officialsare urged to get behind this package and
push for its passage during the session. m
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ECONOMIC DIRECTOR, City of Phenix City
$48K-$81K

The City of Phenix City, Alabama is seeking a
professional Economic Director. Position requires
minimum bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning or
closely related field; seven years of municipal planning
experience with five years increasingly responsible
managerial or professional experience in an
administrative area preferred. Master’s degree
preferred. Responsible for day-to-day operation of the
Economic Development Department to include
planning, organizing and analyzing economic
development trends and directing research and
evalutaion of proposal industrial and commercial
expansion, retention and recruitment. Resumes may
be mailed to: City of Phenix City, ATTN: Barbara
Goodwin, Personnel Director, 601 12th Street, Phenix
City, AL 36867 FAX 334-448-2712, e-mail:
btillery@ci.phenix-city.al.us.

CITY CLERK/TREASURER, City of Athens
Qualifications include but are not limited to: BS
Accounting; experience in a comparable position,
including financial and business management or
related field, financial reporting and tax laws;
supervisory experience; excellent management,
communication, interpersonal and organizational skills;
computer proficiency including Windows, Word and
Excel; resident of Athens or willing to relocate; valid
Alabama driver’s license and safe driving history; and
the ability to perform all essential job functions. Salary
Range: $51,802.40 — $68,400.80. Excellent benefit
package including Blue Cross medical and dental
insurance and State Retirement Plan. Deadline: Open
until filled. City application required: Mail application
and resume to City of Athens, Attention: Human
Resources Department, PO Box 1089, Athens,
Alabama 35612, or e-mail to: sseay@ci.athens.al.us
or apply in person at Athens Municipal Building, 200
West Hobbs Street, Athens. For further information,
please refer to web site at www.ci.athens.al.us or call
256-233-8737. The City of Athens is a Drug Free
Workplace. Pre-employment drug screen and physical
required. Equal Opportunity Employer.

ALABAMA LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES



By Gregory D. Cochran

ENVIR ONMENTAL

OUTLOOK

Director, State and Federal Relations

Clearing Smoggy Skies

Statisticsfrom the Environmental Protection Agency
show the amount of smog over the USfailed to decline
during the past decade despite a nationwide effort to
improveair quality. Smog level sdropped during the 1980s.
However, thelatest edition of the EPA’sannual report on
ar quaity showsthat smoglevelsdidn’timprovefrom 1993
through 2002. Independent scientistshave drawnsimilar
conclusons.

Onelikely reesonwhy thesmogisn'tlifting: Americans
are driving more milesthan they did in the 1980's and
they’ redriving vehiclesthat give off morepollutionthan
thosecarsdrivenduring that time. America'sloveof driving
hel psexplainwhy level sremain high. Vehi cles contribute
to smog by emitting nitrogen oxidesfromtheir tailpipes. In
2002, carsand truckstravel ed roughly 50 percent more
milesthanin 1993. And during 2001 and 2002, Americans
bought more light trucks— pickups, minivansand sport-
utility vehicles—than cars. EPA rulespermit light trucksto
emit morenitrogen oxidesthan cars.

Smog, also known as ozone, often appears as a
grayish-white haze. It formswhen sunlight mixeswith
nitrogen oxidesand volatile organic compounds. Nitrogen
oxidesaregasesemitted by factoriesand vehicles. Vol atile
organic compoundsarevaporsgiven off by gasoline, paint
and other substances. A layer of ozone in the upper
atmosphere hel psprotect humansfromthesun’sradiation,
but ozone near the ground — smog — causes lung
inflammation and triggersasthmaattacks.

During the 1980s, the EPA focused on cuttingemissions
of the organic compounds. That lowered smog levelsat
thetime. But now, most scientist agree, vapor levelshave
been cut solow that reducing them further won't hel p. That
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hasthe EPA focusing on cutting nitrogen oxides, amethod
that scientists say reducessmog dowly and inefficiently.

During thenext few years, new regulationsarelikely
to help reduce smog in some partsof the country. Those
ruleswill force 22 states and the District of Columbiato
lower their emissionsof nitrogen oxides. TheEPA asois
requiring new carsand light trucksto emit fewer nitrogen
oxides. To comply with therules, companieswill haveto
spend morethan $15 billiontoinstall new technologiesto
control pollutionandto retool manufacturing lines.

Environmentalistsfear that recent changesto power
plant ruleswill make eliminating smog even harder. In
August, the EPA loosened rulesrequiring power plantsto
add pollution-control equipment when the plantsexpand.
TheNationa Academy of Scienceswill soon start studying
how the changewill affect pollution levels. Power plants
began cutting emissionsof nitrogen oxidesin 1996. Those
cuts, coupled with cleaner cars, caused nitrogen oxide
emissionsto drop 12 percent from 1993 to 2002. Yet —
because big cutsin nitrogen oxides are needed —smog
levelsremained thesame.

TheEnvironmenta Protection Agency, after loosening
anti-pollution rules, is leaving open the possibility of
dropping someinvestigationsinto whether coal-burning
power plants, refineriesand factoriesareviolating federa
cleanair lawvs. Adminigtration officid ssay therulechanges
last December and again in August cut red tape that
prevented factoriesfrom upgrading equi pment because of
cogtly anti-pollution contrals. Criticsing st the changeswill
alow industry to pollute more.

continued next page

11



DuringtheClintonadminigration, thegovernment began
suing 51 aging power plants and succeeded in forcing
severd toingal hundredsof millionsof dallarsof pollution-
control equipment. Sincethen, about half the companies
that operate the plants have settled with the Justice
Department, resulting in estimated cuts of about seven
milliontonsof pollutantsannualy.

Federal Judge Nixes Deal for Atlantato Tap More
Water

A federal judgein Alabamahasruled that adeal that
would allow metro Atlantato take as much as 50 percent
morewater from Lake Lanier violates aprevious court
order. Theruling, issuedin October by U.S. District Judge
Bowdrein Birmingham, jeopardizesthemetro area’splan
for ensuring enough drinking water for the next 20 years.
Theorder cited by Bowdrewasissued after Alabamasued
theU.S. Army Corpsof Engineersin 1990. It said federal
regulators could not promise any morewater from Lake
Lanier to metro Atlantawithout the consent of Alabama
and Florida. Georgia, Alabama and Florida have been
fighting over accessto common watersfor morethan a
decade. In September, fiveyearsof negotiationsfell apart,
primarily over thewater deal for metroAtlantathat | eft out
Alabamaand Florida. m
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The Power To
Save A Life

Defibrillators to the Rescue

Each year Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) strikes
more than 250,000 persons ... less than 5% survive!!

Changes of survival from SCA are increased
dramatically if an electric shock is delivered within
the first few minutes.

That’s why more and more municipalities are
placing Automated External Difibrillators (AEDs) in
their offices, vehicles, schools and parks.

Give your employees and citizens the power to save
lives by selecting a dependable, easy-to-use and
rugged AED.

Our friends at the Alabama Municipal Electric
Authority have agreed to make Philips HeartStart
FR2+ AEDs available to the League’s member
cities and towns at a significant discount.

For more information, call Tom Bartels at AMEA
1-800-239-AMEA(2632) to discuss your situation
or arrange a demonstration.
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By Ken Smith
Deputy Director/Chief Counsel
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2003 AAMA Update

Dues statements for membership in the Alabama
Association of Municipal Attorneys (AAMA) for 2004 went
out in November. The deadline for the return of dues is
January 31, 2004. Membershipisvoluntary, but any attorney
who represents municipalitiesiseligiblefor membership. If
you are an attorney who represents municipalities, | hope
you will strongly consider joining your fellow attorneysin
thisorganization. The cost of an annual membershipisonly
$25.00.

This past year, AAMA held its midyear meeting in
Opelika, following the format that was devel oped last year
of splitting the meeting into two concurrent sessions, one
for prosecutorsand onefor municipal attorneys. Again, this
format seemed popular with attendees.

This is an election year for most municipalities in
Alabama and AAMA and the League plan to offer many
opportunities for assistance to attorneys. We have prepared
an elections manual that isavailable on-line at the League’'s
web site, www.alalm.org. We al so plan to host for the first
time an elections training seminar in February in
Montgomery strictly toinstruct AAMA membersonthelaws
applicable to the municipal election. The legislature made
numerous changes in the election laws during the last
legislative session and it is crucial that attorneys be aware
of these developments.

2004 Midyear Meeting

The 2004 midyear seminar promises to be even more
successful than the 2003 conference. In Opelika, we were
abletoiron out many of thewrinklesinthe new format that
we discovered the first year. As a result, the meeting in
Opelikawas, judging by comments, a resounding success.
Thefacilitieswerefirst-class; the speakers and topics were
uniformly informative and interesting; and the format, as
mentioned above, was much appreciated.

In 2004, AAMA will return to the beach, thistimeto a
resort community in Destin, Florida. The location will be
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the Tops'| Resort. We have reserved a block of one-, two-
and three-room condominiumsfor attendees. The datesfor
the meeting are Friday and Saturday, September 24-25, 2004.
TheTops'| Resortisafabulousfacility directly onthe beach,
offering attendees a chance to bring their families for an
extended weekend. We hope to see you in Destin.

AAMA in Birmingham

While you're marking your calendar, don’t forget the
AAMA annual meeting in Birmingham. This meeting will
be held on Saturday, May 22, 2004, at the Birmingham/
Jefferson Convention Complex. The AAMA Planning
Committee will be meeting soon to plan this event. Also,
don’t forget that the annual meeting is when the AAMA
business meeting is held. If you are an AAMA member,
you will have the opportunity to vote on by-law changes
and to elect officersfor the next two years. | hope you will
plan to attend.

Joining AAMA

Since its creation, AAMA members have worked
closely with the Alabama League of Municipalities on
conducting educational seminarsfor municipal attorneysand
prosecutors, as well as the development and passage of
legislation and ordinances. Additionally, AAMA has helped
keep members informed about current developments in
municipal law both in Alabamaand nationally. AAMA has
al so provided the means for membersto communicate with
each other when seeking legal advice or assistance with
court advocacy through thefiling of amicusbriefs.

AAMA’s accomplishments are due to the input and
participation of its members. Interest and participation in
AAMA is at an all-time high. In 2003, more than 230
attorneys and prosecutors joined AAMA. These attorneys
represent municipalitiesof al sizesand comefrom al parts

of the state.
continued next page
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Oneof the greatest servicesAAMA provides municipal
attorneys and prosecutors is the opportunity to meet and
confer with other attorneys in Alabama who face many of
the same problems. Municipal lawyers confront uniqueissues
that don’t arisein the day-to-day practice of law intheprivate
sector. From the application of federal regulations through
the implementation and enforcement of local ordinances,
municipal lawyers are on the front lines, advising officials
and employeeson abroad range of legal topicsinvolving an
endless variety of fact situations. Answers frequently must
be givenimmediately, with little or no advancewarning. An
attorney’s response influences public policy and can,
potentially, subject the municipality or itsrepresentativesto
liability. Keeping up with every law and regulation that
affectsmunicipalitiesisan impossible mission.

To help, AAMA hosts two conferences each year and
bringsin expert speakersfrom around the country. Members
areprovided ample opportunities at these meetingsto discuss
common concerns and potential solutions. Additionally,
AAMA has an e-mail listserve for its members to share
their thoughts, suggestions and news. An AAMA member
can post amessageto thelistserve and have his’her message
automatically sent to every other municipal attorney whois
a member of the list. Presently, some 197 attorneys and
prosecutors belong to the listserve and can provide nearly
instantaneous responses.

AAMA also has a web page as part of the League's
web site. News that is pertinent to attorneys is posted on
this page. AAMA’s page can be accessed at
www.alalm.org. Here, members can find a membership
directory that provides them with contact information for
other members. Members can also learn about upcoming
educational opportunities.

Members may join one or more AAMA committees.
There are five committees: Litigation, Prosecution,
Ordinances, Legidation and Conference Planning.

These committees benefit the L eague and its members,
as well as AAMA members. The Conference Planning
Committee has been instrumental in the success of both the
annual and midyear conferences the past few years.
Evaluations for these meetings have been extremely high
since AAMA was organized and this accomplishment can
be traced directly to the effort and assistance of the
attorneys who serve on this committee. The Prosecution
Committee planned the prosecution session of the midyear
meeting and did an outstanding job. Members of the
L egidation Committee have reviewed billsand offered public
comments to legislative committees. Members of the
Ordinance Committee have assisted the Alabama Law
Institute’s Ordinance Review Service.

The AAMA by-laws are included below. If you aren’t
amember of AAMA and represent municipal attorneys or
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prosecute municipal cases, | hopewill joinwith your fellow
municipal attorneysand prosecutorsinAAMA. If you were
amember in 2003, | hopeyou will rejoin.

CHARTER OF THE ALABAMA ASSOCIATION
OF MUNICIPAL ATTORNEYS OF THE
ALABAMA LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES

Governing Document

This Charter governs the organization known as the
Alabama Association of Municipal Attorneys (AAMA), a
Section of the Alabama L eague of Municipalities (ALM), a
nonprofit association of Alabamamunicipalities.

ARTICLE |
Name
The name of this organization shall be the Alabama
Association of Municipal Attorneys(referredto as“AAMA”
or the “Section”), which shall be a section of the Alabama
League of Municipalities (referred to asALM).

ARTICLE 11
Pur poses

The purposes of AAMA shall be to do all of the
following, but not for pecuniary profit:

1. To strengthen the quality of legal representation of
municipal corporationsthrough continuing education and the
publication of newsletters and other works of interest in the
field of municipal law;

2. To be an educational and research organization for
the benefit of corporate counsel representing Alabamacities
and towns which are members of ALM.

3. To provide corporation counsel representing public
entities the opportunity to exchange ideas, to consult with
one another, and to meet with personsin or associated with
public corporation law.

4. To recognize persons who have made significant
contributions to the area of municipal law.

5. Inthe performance of its purposesAAMA shall take
no action in conflict with the constitution of ALM, nor
jeopardize the tax-exempt status of ALM.

ARTICLE Il
Offices

Theprincipal office of AAMA shall betheprincipal place
of business of ALM.

ARTICLE IV
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1. Membership

Every city and town attorney and prosecutor
representing on a more or less regular basis a member of
ALM, as well as their deputies and assistants, and ALM
staff members, duly admitted to practice law in the State of
Alabama, shall beentitled to full membership in the Section.

Any attorney admitted to practice law in the State of
Alabama who has a substantial interest in municipal law
may become an associate member upon application and
approval by the Board of Directors.

Questions as to the status of an applicant as either a
full or associate member shall be resolved by the Board of
Directors.

2. Dues

The amount of dues to be paid by each full member
and associate member of the Section shall be determined
by a majority vote of full members attending their annual
meetings.

3. Meetings, Notice

Annual meetings of AAMA members shall be on one
or more dates of the annual convention of ALM, and at the
same general location.

4. Quorum

The number of full members of the Section present in
person at any membership meeting of members shall
constitute aquorum.

5. Voting Rights

Each municipal attorney present in personwhoisafull
member shall have one vote upon each matter to be
considered at the annual meeting, or at any special meeting.
Voting shall not be cumulative nor by proxy. Associate
members shall be entitled to participate in the meetings and
affairs of AAMA, but shall not have a vote.

ARTICLE V

1. Officers

Members of the Board shall include the following
officers. President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer,
who shall be the ALM Attorney, and the two Immediate
Past Presidents.

2. Terms of Office

Officers shall be elected to two (2) year terms, by a
majority of the votes cast for each position by Section
members present at annual meetings. Officers shall take
office immediately upon their election. Nominations for
Officer positionsshall be by the Nominating Committeeand
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may be by nominations from the floor at annual meetings.
The Nominating Committee shall consist of not less than
three nor more than five AAMA members appointed by the
President of AAMA.

3. Reelection
Officersshall beeligiblefor reglection.

4. Qualification

An officer must hold afull membership with AAMA at
thetime of €l ection and must continue asafull member during
hisor her term of office. The subsequent loss of eligibility to
participate in AAMA as a full member shall disqualify the
officer from holding office.

5. Duties Of Officers

President: The President shall preside at all meetings of
the members of the Section and the Board. The President
may appoint membersto all standing and special committees
except as otherwise provided herein. The President, or
designee thereof, shall represent the Section at meetings of
the ALM Board of Trustees.

Vice-President: In the absence of the President, the
Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President. In
the event of avacancy in the position of President, theVice-
President shall succeed to the office of President for the
unexpired term. Vacancies in the office of Vice-President
shall befilled by the President.

Secretary/Treasurer: The Secretary/Treasurer shall give
notice and keep minutes of all meetings of the Section
members and the Board, and shall maintain the Section
membership list. The Secretary/Treasurer shall account for
all financial matters of the Section and report thereon at their
annual meeting, and shall render such financial statements
as the Board may require. The Secretary/Treasurer shall
also beresponsiblefor themunicipal legal news publications
of the Section, and their distribution to Section members.

Immediate Past Presidents. Among other assignments
identified in this Charter, the Immediate Past Presidents shall
serve to promote participation in Section activities. The
Immediate Past Presidents shall perform other duties asthe
Board may request to use the talents and experience of this
Officer to the advantage of the Section.

6. Compensation
Directorsand officer shall not be compensated for serving
in their respective capacities.

ARTICLE VI
Participation in Other Organizations

continued next page
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AAMA may join or cooperate with other national, state
and local attorneys organizations which will benefit the
Section and its members.

ARTICLE VII

1. Contracts and Finance

AAMA shall not have power to bind its future boards,
nor to bind the ALM beyond the authorized budget to pay
for goodsand serviceswithout ALM consent. The President,
or the Vice-President, and the Secretary/Treasurer shall be
signatories to such agreements as are authorized.

2. Checks and Other Instruments

The Secretary/Treasurer shall have authority to execute
any and all checks and other negotiable instruments
authorized by the membership, on behalf of the Section.

ARTICLE VIII
Charter Amendment

This Charter may be amended by the members of the
Section having full voting membership, who are present in
person at any annual meeting of AAMA. Amendment shall
require avote in favor of amendment by at least two-thirds
(2/3) of such members present. The written text of any
proposed amendment shall be furnished all membersat least
thirty (30) days before the meeting at which the amendment
isto be considered.

ARTICLE IX
Upon termination of AAMA as a Section of ALM, all
assets of AAMA shall become the property of ALM.

NOTE: The 2004 Membership Application is on page 23.

GARVER|[ENGINEERS

Since 1919
Municipal « Commer cial « Gover nment

¢ Civil Engineering Design, Planning, and Land Surveying

* Transportation Projects: Airports, Roads, Bridges

* Water and Wastewater Systems; Environmental Engineering
* Water Resources, Hydrology & Hydrogeology

* Environmental Assessments and Studies

¢ Grant Writing Assistance

256-534-5512 www.gar ver engineer s.com
218 HolmesAve. NE, Huntsville, AL 35801
jdmccarley @garverengineers.com
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| EAGUE PUBLICATIONS
ON DisK ...

ALM Library

Seven of the L eague’'s most requested
publicationsarenow on computer disk ...

» Selected Readings for the Municipal Official

» Handbook for Mayors and Councilmembers

» Labor Laws Affecting Municipalities

» Municipal Public Improvement Cost Assessment

» Methods of Extending Municipal Corporate Limits
* Incorporating aMunicipality

» Municipal Clerks Manual

MunicipaLaw on Disc

» Summaries of AlabamaAttorney General’s opinions

» Summaries of Ethics Commission opinions

» Summaries of Alabama and Federal court opinions

» Other court opinions as published in the Alabama
Municipal News

New Features to MunicipaLaw on Disc:
* Directory of Municipal Officials

* Directory of Municipal Attorneys
 Directory of Municipal Judges

Use your computer to search by word,
phraseor citation!

Both the ALM Library and
MunicipaLaw on Disc are
available in Windows format.

Toorder cal:

334-262-2566
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Lorelei A. Lein
League Counsel

COURT DECISIONS

Annexation: An act which alters city limits based on the
results of an annexation election authorized by a prior act
does not violate the Alabama Constitution even though the
act took effect immediately after a trial court judgment
invalidating the prior act. The subsequent act did not
retroactively affect any rightsavailableto the plaintiff’sunder
then existing law but rather created an independent,
prospective annexation. City of Daphne v. City of Spanish
Fort, 853 So.2d 933 (Ala. 2003). NOTE: See related
decision in City of Daphne v. City of Spanish Fort, 774
So.2d 567 (Ala. 2000).

DECISIONS FROM OTHER JURISDICTIONS

Inverse Condemnation: A property owner's claim that
the government effected a Fifth Amendment taking of its
property as aresult of increased storm drainage caused by
the government’s construction of afacility on an adjacent
uphill site does not require ashowing that the entire property
was destroyed or permanently invaded but, instead, can be
established as a taking of flowage easement by inverse
condemnation if the property owner can prove that the
damaging effects were predictable consequences of the
government’s action and that the owner had a protectable
property interest in the parcel that isthe basis of thetakings
claim. Ridge Line Inc. v. United Sates, 346 F.3d 1346
(Fed. Cir. 2003).

Telecommunications: A provider of service that permits
voice communications via the Internet provides an
“information service” that cannot be regulated by the states
as a “telecommunications service” under the 1996
Telecommunications Act. Vonage Holdings Corp. V.
Minnesota Public Utilities Comm'n., — F.Supp.2d —, 2003
WL 22567645 (D. Minn. Oct. 16, 2003).
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Legal Notes

ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINIONS

Competitive Bid Law: An E-911 board must comply with
the Competitive Bid Law when determining which ambulance
providersreceive dispatch calls. Such boards should work
with municipalities and ambulance service providers to
ensure the most efficient serviceto personsin their districts.
2004-0009.

Capital Improvement Fund: A municipality may transfer
any available money from the Alabama Trust Fund monies
it maintainsin a separate account pursuant to law into their
genera fund account for the purpose of purchasing real
property for the construction of anew city hall. 2004-010.

Appropriations: |f a county determines that a public
purpose is served, Section 94 of the Alabama Constitution
is not violated by the county utilizing its equipment and
employeesto assist asoil and water conservation district in
conducting stream or creek restoration and protection
project. 2004-012.

Industrial Development Boards: Pursuant to Section

11-54-83, amunicipal industrial development board has no

authority to changethe style of itsname from anything other

than “The industrial development board of the of
. 2004-014.

Sunshine Law: A county commission may select the
method of electingitschair. However, voting by written ballot
to elect a chair should be done only when a decision
absolutely cannot be reached with voice votes or ashow of
hands. 2004-016.

continued next page
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Jails: The expenses of amunicipal inmate are to be assessed
against the inmate. If the inmate is indigent and has been
convicted of violatingamunicipal ordinance, themunicipality
isresponsiblefor the costs and expenses of housing indigent
municipal prisoners in the county jail. The county is
responsible for the medical expenses of county inmates
housed in the county jail. A municipality, however, is not
responsible for the medical costs of a municipal inmate
housedinacounty jail unlessthe municipality hascontracted
to provide for such costs. 2004-017.

Public Works Bid Law: A city has met the “substantial
compliance” standard set forth by Alabama's Appellate
Courts if it inadvertently advertises for a public works
contract in one newspaper that is not of statewide general
circulation and has let the contract before determining that
the advertisement ran in error. 2004-018. NOTE: This
opinion involves avery specific set of facts and should be
examined carefully before being relied upon.

Proudly delivering
dependable, reliable
natural gas for
over 150 years

to almost 500,000

customers.

Alagasco

AN ENERGEN COMPANY

O

www.alagasco.com
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Morgan Keegan & Company

Financial Advisor Underwriter
Municipal Financing

Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.
Public Finance Group

Tom Barnett Larry Ward
Frank Kohn Fred Major

Morgan Keegan Center
2900 Highway 280, Suite 100
Birmingham, Alabama 35223

417 20th Street North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

800/753-6619 205/802-4276

Members New York Stock Exchange, SIPC
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Internet Tax Bill Vote Postponed

On November 7, 2003, the Senate decided to postpone
avoteon the Internet Tax Non-Discrimination Act, or Senate
Bill 150. At the point of publication of this article, it was
uncertain when the bill would be voted on.

The bill was pulled from the Senate floor in early
November dueto the efforts of local and state governments
that rallied in support against thebill. Thehill causesconcern
becauseit would preempt local governments' ability to collect
telecommunication taxes and generally applicable gross
receipts and utility taxes.

Senate Commerce Committee Chairman John McCain
(R-Ariz.) took the floor during the hearing and urged a
resolution before the Senate’s Christmas break.

Senate Committee Approves Highway L egislation

The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
approved legislation that woul d authorize $255 billion over
six years for highway construction and expand the state
infrastructure banks program to all 50 states. The bill does
not spell out how the provisions will be funded. Many
Senators expressed concern over this fact.

The Transportation Equity Act for the 215 Century was
extended through February after it expired at the end of the
fiscal year this year.

The Finance Committee is working on drafting the
funding mechanismfor thebill, which will likely beincluded
in the public works committee’s measure next year on the
Senate floor.

Brownfield’s Conference Held in Portland

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) held a
conference on brownfields the first week in November in
Portland, Oregon.

Many of their sessions addressed the 2003 brownfields
legidation, including new funding levels, new digibilitiesand
successful local government implementation, augmented with
best practices workshops.

Thenew legislation will expirein 2006, and it provides
adramatic increase in funding levels; however, it restricts
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Federal Legislative
and Regulatory Issues

eligibility only to sites acquired after the act was passed,
and does not provide funding for administrative costs. The
Senateistrying to addresstheseissuesin the appropriations
bill.

One concern addressed at the conference was new
eigibility of leaking underground storagetank sites (LUST).
Formerly, these sites were not available for funding, but
under the new law, up to 25 percent of funding appropriated
can be used for these sites.

The General Accounting Office estimatesthat thereare
200 abandoned gas stations in the United States. These
sites can qualify for this funding, including abandoned car
dealerships and car rental companies.

As more sites are discovered, and as more sites are
abandoned, pressure to increase funding will increase
tremendously.

For more information, please see the EPA Petroleum
Brownfields Fact Sheet at http://www.epa.gov/oust/
ustfield/phc_facts.pdf. At the end of 2003, the Section 198
Brownfield Expensing Tax Initiative, which provides tax
benefitsto private developerswho clean-up their brownfield
sites, will expire. Pleaselet your Senator know if you would
likefor thisinitiativeto continue.

Senate Committee Passes Head Start Bill

Members of the Senate’sHealth, Education, Labor and
Pensions (HEL P) Committee marked up legislation the last
week of October that reauthorizes Head Start. The Bush
Administration proposed ablock grant of the program earlier
this year; however, the measure does not contain a plan to
block grant the popular Head Start program to the states.
Head Start was created in 1965 by President Lyndon Johnson
as one of “The Great Society” initiatives. The program
providesan array of comprehensive servicesto the neediest
pre-schoolers in the nation. Since the inception of the
program, more than 20 million children and their families
have benefited from Head Start. In 2002, Head Start and
Early Head Start programsworked with more than 900,000

children through 2,590 local programs.
continued next page
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Thelegidation authorized asmuch as$2 billionin additional
funds over the next five years to expand Head Start
programs. Once authorized, the $2 billion will have to be
included in the federal budget and subject to the
Congressional appropriations process.

Firefighter Safety

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
has released a specia report compiled byt eh U.S. Fire
Administration on therisks of firefighting training and ways
to reduce deaths and injuries to firefighter trainees. The
report emphasizestheinherent danger of firefighter training,
and thereport reiterates theimportance of experience gained
in real fires. The review also highlights the importance of
following procedures and standardsto avoid training deaths
and injuries, and the need for instructorsto avoid situations
for which students are not prepared. According to FEMA,
reported training-related injuries have increased by nearly
21 percent since 1987. In 2001, almost 7,000 training-rel ated
injurieswerereported. Whilelivefiretraining buildingsand
simulatorsfed by propane or natural gas have built-in safety
features, these simulations do not provide the same quality
as live fire training, said FEMA. In addition, training is
needed for situations that involve hazards other than fires,
such as hazardous materials incidents, which increase the
danger to participants. A copy of thefull report can befound
at http://www.usfa.fema.gov/applications/publications/
tr 100.shtm.

Funding for Emergency Calls

The House passed |egislation that would provide $100
million in each of the next five yearsto promote the ability
of wireless phones to reaching 9-1-1 call centers.The E-9-
1-1 Implementation Act of 2003, H.R. 2898, would authorize
grantsto states, local governments and tribal organizations
to plan, improveinfrastructure, purchasetelecommunications
equipment and train 9-1-1 call center personnel toimplement
enhanced 9-1-1 (E-9-1-1) wireless services, or systemsthat
can pinpoint thelocation of personswho call the emergency
number from amoabiletelephone. Thebill would provide up
to $100 million for these activities annually through FY 08.
Grantees would have to match at least 50 percent of the
project cost. Entities eligible for the grants would have to
coordinatetheir applicationswith the PSAPslocated intheir
jurisdiction; establish a plan for the coordination and
implementation of E-9-1-1 services; and integrate
telecommuni cations servicesinvolved in theimplementation
and delivery of E-9-1-1 services. Stateswould also have to
designate agovernmental body or officer to coordinate the
implementation of E-9-1-1 services. H.R. 2898 also would
establish an E-9-1-1 Coordination Office to improve
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communication between federal, stateand local public safety
officials. Similar legidation, S. 1250, ispending avoteinthe
Senate.

Program Funding for Addressing Health of Aging
Americans

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) will provide
funding for local partnerships that address quality-of-life
issues for persons over age 60 to improve long-term care
and supportive services systems for older adults who are
at risk of disability because of poverty, race, ethnicity,
chronicillnessor age, or physically or cognitively impaired.

Thefoundationisthe nation’slargest philanthropy focusing
on health and health care issues. Through its Community
Partnerships for Older Adults program, RWJF funds the
development and implementation of collaborative efforts
— involving social service and health organizations,
nonprofit and public agencies, private bus nesses, community
leaders, elected officials, tribal leaders, caregiversand older
adults themselves — to better address the needs of
America ssenior population.

Up to 17 partnerships will be funded with development
grantsof asmuch as$150,000. Twelve granteeswill receive
implementation grants of up to $750,000 each aswell.

Public entities and nonprofit organizations may apply for
the grants on behalf of acommunity partnership, provided
the group has existed for at least two years and represents
10,000 or more residents age 60 and older. Only one grant
will be awarded per geographic area.

Development grants must be used to:

assess the strengths and challenges of acommunity’slong-
term care and supportive services, and identify the concerns
and preferences of older adultsand their caregivers; identify
and prioritize system changesthat will result in sustainable
improvements, develop awork plan that includes measures
of success for implementing system improvements; and
strengthen the partnership among public, nonprofit and
private organizations. Development grants require a 20
percent match.

Recipients of implementation grants must:

implement the plans they created with their development
grants; create communitywide changes and improvements
to long-term care and supportive services that will be
sustained after RWJF funding is compl eted; create agreater
awareness of the facts about an aging society and their
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implicationsfor the future; and sharetheir experienceswith
other communities.

A 25 percent match is required for the first year of an
implementation grant. By year four, grantees must match
50 percent of the cost.

L etters of intent must be submitted by interested applicants
no later than Jan. 9, 2004. In no more than five pages, a
letter should briefly describe the community partnership’s
history, successes and governance structure; the target
population; the current long-term care and supportive
services infrastructure; the scope, goals and objectives of
the proposed project; the project’swork plan; therolesand
responsibilities of the applicant agency; and what types of
technical assistance the partnership would need.

From theseletters, RWJF will determine which partnerships
it would like to invite to submit an application, and full
proposalswill bedueinApril 2004.

Proposals will be evaluated according to the following
criteria

evidence of the partnership’s successinimproving thelives
of older adults; clarity and feasibility of the project scope,
godls, objectives, strategic plan and budget; and meaningful
participation by older adultsin the partnership.

RWJF plansto announce granteesin December 2004.L etters
of intent and full applications can be submitted online only
at http://www.partner shipsforolderadults.org.

Child Nutrition Bill

The Senate has voted to continue funding school lunch and
other child nutrition programsuntil March 31, 2004, to keep
meals at alow cost for needy school kidsand their families
while Congressworks on reauthorization legislation.

Without the extension, which now awaits the president’s
signature, the National School Lunch and School Breakfast
programs, the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infantsand Children, the Child and Adult Care Food
Program, the After School Snack Program and the Summer
Food Service Program would have expired Nov. 7, 2003.

The Senate passed H.R. 3232 on the eve of the expiration
date. House action on the measure occurred Oct. 28, 2003.

Inrelated news, two other billsaimed at improving the health
of schoolchildren have been proposed.
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To combat obesity, Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., has proposed
legislation that would help school cafeterias acquire more
nutritiousfood while also teaching students about the value
of such products. The Farm-to-Cafeteria Projects Act of
2003, S. 1755, would authorize $10 million annually through
FY 07 for programsthat connect students with local farms.

Nonprofit organizations and educational institutionswould
be eligible for grants of up to $100,000 each to purchase
food from local farms, aswell asfor storage and preparation
equipment for school cafeterias. Funds also could be used
to conduct training and education programs for the benefit
of cafeteria workers and students.

Favored projectsinclude those that would involve:

procuring local foods from small- and medium-sized farms
for school meal's; supporting nutrition education activities or
curriculum planning that incorporates school childreninfarm
and agriculture education projects; and developing a
sustained commitment to farm-to-cafeteria projects in the
community by linking schools, agricultural producers, parents
and other community stakeholders.

S. 1755 has been referred to the Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.

The second related proposal involves expanding eligibility
for free school lunches and breakfasts.

Under thisbill, reduced price lunches and breakfasts would
be phased out over afive-year period while the number of
children qualifying for free meals would increase
simultaneoudly.

Between the 2003 and 2008 school years, the minimum
incomerequirement to participatein theschool lunch program
would be raised from 130 percent of the poverty level to
185 percent. Come July 1, 2008, only freeluncheswould be
available.

H.R. 3441 has been referred to the House Education and
theWorkforce Committee. Similar legislation, S. 1549, has
been introduced in the Senate by Sen. Elizabeth Dole, R-
N.C., and Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan.

Happy Folidays grom the
League Officers
and Staff!
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CARR &

SAVE A MILLION $$$$$$ ASSOCIATES
ON WORKMAN’S COMP Cm ENGINEERS,INC.

CIVIL ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS

Schedule an appointment today to learn more
and receive a FREE padfolio.

Municipal Engineering Services

Our Visual Safety Incentive Program Advantages Are: z

eNo Start-Up Costs *No Inventory . .
o Customization *Quality & Service Roads & Dralnage Desugn
efixed Budget eExperience &
Land & Topographic Surveys
OSHA Concerning Incentive Programs: &
"By increasing awareness and rewarding Utilities, Water, Gas, Sewage
behavior through incentive programs, L
employers have seen a reduction in Structural Engineering
all injury categories.” &
Site Planning
"Join the Winning Team" &
Plans Review for Code Compliance
() Junior Davis & Associates, Inc.
2041 Oak Mountain Drive
“ Pelham, Alabama 35124 2052 Oak Mountain Drive
Junior Davis & Associates, Inc z‘fv)‘?vvflzll(:n?zr6tllau‘f:::cgi1 Peiham, Alabama 35124
— 205-664-8498 / FAX 205-664-9685

CDG Engineers

& associates

Utilities Roads and Drainage
Water Natural Gas Systems
Wastewater Environmental Compliance
PO. Box 278 P.O. Box 2079
1840 USHwy 29 N 200 West Alabama Avenue
Andalusia, Alabama 36420 Albertville, Alabama 35950
(334) 222-9431 (256) 891-3458
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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF
MUNICIPAL ATTORNEYS

2004 Membership Application

Name:

Tite
Addressfor AAMA Mailings(Including Zip Code):

Telephone: FAX:

E-mall:

Municipality(ies) Represented:
Check or Credit Cardsareaccepted. Amount Due: $25.00

For Credit Card use please provide the following:
Typeof Card:

Card Number:

Date of Expiration:

Would you bewillingto serveonanAAMA Committee? Yes No
If yes, pleaseindicatefirst and second sel ection(s) bel ow:
— Litigation__ Prosecution _Ordinances __l egislation __ConferencePlanning

Would you bewillingto serveasaregional chair and contact attorneysin your areaconcerning legal
developments Yes No

Do you prosecute casesin municipal court? Yes No

Return Formto:
LauraAnneWhatley « AlabamaA ssociation of Municipa Attorneys
P.O. Box 1270 « Montgomery, AL 36102
Telephone: (334) 262-2566
FAX: (334) 263-0200




As a communications company, we know
the importance of listening, and answering.
We wouldn't be where we are today without

listening to the communities we serve.

And giving back.

We answer because
we live here.

As a company, we sponsor community
charities, matching gifts and education
initiatives. We know there's more to do.

We'll be there.

@ BELLSOUTH

Listening. Answering.”

bellsouth.com

©2002 BellSouth Corporation. All trodemarks contained herein are the property of BellSouth Intellectual Property Corporation

-~ . el

One fish story we never tir'of felling.

Even in the company of others, a fisherman
is a solitary soul. The sport, after all,
is really in the waiting. Which is why

in the wee hours of the morning, as the cicadas
begin their songs and the mist rises

like hot breath from an undisturbed lake,
fishermen along 4,000 miles of shoreline

are wetting their lines. Waiting patiently

in the calm for that one magical moment

when a é-pound test line is challenged

by 8 pounds of bass. It is in that moment,
when the waiting becomes worth it.

And when our 4,000 miles of shoreline clearly
becomes aboutmore than a new source of power.

= -Th.ere are alot of things people depend on Alabama Power for.
5 Eiedrigiry just fidppens fo be one of them.

ALABAMAA
' POWER

A SOUTHERN COMPANY

ON AND ON™
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Speaking of Retirement
Important Tax Information

Q. Are my retirement benefits from the RSA subject to
federal income tax?

A. Generally, your retirement benefitis
subject to federal income taxation.

However, contributions to the RSA that
were previously taxed and/or purchases
of service credit with previously taxed
funds are exempt from federal taxation
over the life expectancy of the retiree.

Q. How will the taxable amount of my retirement benefit
be reported to me?

A. During the last week of January 2004,
the RSA will mail al retireesaForm
1099-R Income Statement for usein
filing apersonal incometax return. The
1099-R will report the retirement benefits
subject to federal income tax.

Approximately aweek prior to mailing
out the 1099-R, the RSA will send each
retiree aletter outlining the tax reporting
procedures needed to file their 2003 tax
return.

Q. Are RSA retirement benefits subject to state of
Alabama income tax?

A. If youresidein Alabama, RSA retirement
benefits are not subject to state of
Alabamaincometax. If youresidein
another state, check with that state's
revenue department to determine your
tax status or click on www.1040.com.

Q. How do | increase the federal taxes withheld from my
retirement check?

A. You can increase the federal taxes by

completing aWithholding Certificatefor
Pension or Annuity Payments form. You
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can request this from the RSA by
telephoning 334-832-4140 or 1-800-214-
2158 toll-free (extension 399 for the
Employees’ Retirement System or
extension 499 for the Teachers
Retirement System), writing the RSA at
P.O. Box 302150, Montgomery, Alabama
36130-2150 or downloading theform
from our web site at www.rsa.state.al.us.

You can a so obtain aWithholding
Certificate, as well as other tax forms by
contacting the IRS at 1-800-829-3676 or
downloading it from the IRS Web site,

WWW.irs.gov.

Q. If I do not receive a Form 1099-R from the RSA by
February 10, 2004, how may | obtain one?

A. TheRSA will provide aduplicate Form
1099R, but not until after February 10,
2004.

Theoriginal Form 1099-R ismailed to the
home address on file with the RSA. If
you have moved and have not provided
the RSA with your correct address, the
U.S. Postal Service may not forward
your Form 1099-R.

To correct your mailing address, send the
RSA written verification of your new
address and include your full name and
Socia Security number. You can also
obtain a Change of Information form
from the RSA or download the form from
our Web site.

Prepared by the Communications staff of the Retirement
Systems of Alabama. To have your questions answered
in“ Speaking of Retirement”, please address them to:
Mike Pegues, Communications, Retirement Systems of
Alabama, 135 South Union St., P. O. Box 302150,
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2150.
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Willie Maude Snow

Willie Maude Snow, former mayor and
councilwoman of Hobson City died October 4, 2003.
She was 68.

Snow was the first woman councilmember and
mayor. Her public service record spanned three
decades, including 11 years as a councilmember,
one year as mayor pro-tem and 20 years as mayor.
She was also a leader at the state level where she
served as president of the Alabama Conference of
Black Mayors. She was an active member of New
Hope Missionary Baptist church as well as many civic
organizations.

She is survived by her husband, two sons, two
daughters and nine grandchildren. =

Thomas Edwin (Ed) Allen, Sr.

Thomas Edwin (Ed) Allen, Sr., former mayor
and councilmember of LaFayette, died October 17,
2003. He was 84.

Allen served on the Council for 32 years and was
mayor for eight years. He was a chater board
member of Home Federal Savings and Loan and
owned Allen’s Flowers for 30 years. He was a
member of First United Methodist Church.

He is survived by wife, four children and nine
grandchildren. =

Jack Sides

Jack Sides, former mayor of Cullman, died
October 26, 2003. He was 74.

Sides was first elected mayor in 1984. He was
elected mayor again in 1992, serving until 2000. In
addition, he served as a Cullman County
Commissioner from 1972 to 1978. He owned his own
vending operation for 15 years before becoming the
owner of Sides Concrete Products, which he retired
from in 1980. =

Bobby R. Byram

Bobby R. Byram, former mayor of Leesburg, died
November 7, 2003. He was 65.

Byram served as Leesburg’s second mayor from
1979 to 1984. He is survived by two sons, and two
grandchildren. =
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Earl Neese

Earl Neese, former mayor of Florala died
October 5, 2003. He was 81.

Neese was elected to the Council in 1992 and
then became mayor pro-tem. He became mayor in
1995 when the current mayor resigned. He served
in the Army Air Corps in World War Il as a tail gunner
and received many ribbons during his tour, including
a bronze star. He was a member of the American
Legion, Scottish Rite, Murat Temple and the
Brownsburg Masonic Lodge #241 where he served
as a past master and was a 50-year member.

Neese is survived by his wife, son, daughter, three
stepdaughters, 10 grandchildren and 20 great-
grandchildren. =

Penwell L. “Penn” Woods

Penwell L. “Penn” Woods, former mayor of
Jasper, died October 20, 2003. He was 87.

Woods was a municipal employee for 30 years,
including a period in which he served as city manager
and city clerk. After retirement, he ran for mayor and
was elected in 1984. He left office in 1996 after being
re-elected for two additional terms.

AU.S. Army veteran of World War Il, he is survived
by his wife, a son, a daughter, and three
grandchildren. =

Bowman Griffin, Jr.

Bowman Griffin, Jr., mayor of Baker Hill, died
October 31, 2003. He was 72.

Griffin was Baker Hill’s first and only mayor. He
won the post in 1997 when the residents voted to
incorporate the community. He was re-elected in
2000. =

Ttie League extends cts
deepest sympatty to the
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Put Our ExPERIENCE TO WORK FOR Y OU.

Over 300 Alabama Municipalities Have.

The League’s Municipal Revenue Service for collection of delinquent
insurance license taxes has more than 50 years experience of responsible and
aggressive collection of lost revenue, currently for over 300 communities in
Alabama.

Contact us today and let our proven professionals get the job done efficiently
and effectively.

Together our strength in numbers works for you.

ALABAI\/IA . EAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES
" 535 Adams Avenue « Montgomery, AL 36104

334-262-2566 or 888-255-0434

A EsaiE 2R E | Visit the League
THE LEAGUE! On-line

Call

334-262-2566

or visit our web site at

www.alalm.org

for more information.

www.alalm.org




|nsuring the Future of
L ocal Government
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|Ss YOUR future covered?

Rated A- by
Steve WELLS, PRESIDENT A.M. Best Jim CHAMBLEE, SALES MANAGER

334-386-3863 334-386-3863

Toll Free at 866-239-AMIC(2642)
110 N. Ripley Street - Montgomery, AL 36104 - www.AMICentral.org



